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‘‘In the gathering, there was a public debate on the issues related to religion. Agarkar 

argued in a spirited speech: religious belief is a source of misery and is suspicious and hence 
should be abandoned and atheism should be embraced. (    .  
      .)

We can guess what Agarkar based this upon: "religion of humanity"-the 
secular humanist creed imbibed by Mill from the French positivist thinker 

Auguste Comte, which aimed to replace the traditional faiths of the West 
with a belief in human progress. (It’s interesting to speculate: Had Agarkar 
lived till ’s, what would he have thought of the crimes of Nazism and 
Communism, knowing that a type of atheism was at the core of both of 

them.) 
Lokhitwadi replied: "Since religion is yoked to man’s heart, it’s not 

going to be affected even a little by empty threats of an atheist. In fact, because 
it is challenged, it will shine even more." (    
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